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Dear residents, for us and I guess for most of you, the sound of sea gulls, the smell of sun 

tan lotion and the taste of ice cream are long forgotten, as this year commence with a 

staggering pace. So let’s get stuck in with business. 

 

Property Sales 

 

The outlook for property prices in 2014 is extremely positive. The 2013 calendar year was 

marked by very good liquidity, and in total, 130 Val de Vie properties, including erven and 

homes were transferred to new owners. We are now entering the phase in the 

development, where vacant erven will become increasingly scarce and the shortage of 

investment opportunities will fuel a sellers’ market. The vibrant building activity also 

supports the growing market. By the end of February 2014 we will have 274 completed 

homes. We now have 90 active building sites and we don’t expect this number to fall 

below 80 at any time during 2014. This means that come Christmas this year, there should 

be 436 homes on the Estate, either completed or being constructed. This is very good 

news and we can agree to patiently contend with the temporary inconveniences that come 

with a high volume of building activity. Within an estate, a strong correlation exists 

between the rate of property value appreciation and the amount of homes which are 

completed. 

 

Lest we forget how blessed we are, our visitors remind us frequently that it is for good 

reason that Val de Vie is such a sought after primary resident destination. We have the 
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international airport close by, good schools, beautiful mountains, lakes and the Berg River 

on our doorstep. As part of a World Heritage Site and located on the Franschhoek wine 

route we are spoilt with choice when it comes to restaurants and outdoor activities. We are 

yet untouched by crime and home owners sleep with doors open at night. Our professional 

and competent management team has succeeded in establishing a tranquil atmosphere of 

harmonious living where families and children can enjoy the open spaces, walk ways, 

jogging routes, river pools and play parks. Surely, a lot to be proud of and thankful for. 

 

Events and marketing 

 

Be sure to look out for some key dates on our social calendar 

 1 March, Veuve Clicquot Polo Masters 

 6-9 March, Val de Vie Polo Club Classic 

 29 March, Cup of Nations Polo Invitational 

 4 April, UB40 Concert 

 

In between, we have the Valentine’s Day Dinner, Sunday Markets, and Sunset Fridays at 

the restaurant. A fair amount of effort was put in to make children feel welcome at the 

restaurant by introducing Bambino Friday afternoons where children can make their own 

take away pizza. A polo pony is now also available at the restaurant over weekends for 

pony rides which can be enjoyed by the younger generation.  
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We continue to pursue one or two signature music events per calendar year. Apart from 

the enjoyment the events bring on the day, they go a long way in promoting the estate to a 

wide and diverse audience. K-Day filled this gap for a few years, but since the event was 

discontinued, we kept looking for the right artists and managed to secure UB40 for the 4th 

of April for an early evening show. We expect less people than we had at K-Day. In 

addition it would be a 3 hour event with less impact on the fields and estate. The HOA is 

closely involved with the concert arrangements and we will ensure that the event has as 

little impact as possible on the estate and its inhabitants, including our pets and horses.  

 

We have featured well in the media lately. We now have 4300+ facebook followers, 2600+ 

twitter followers and our website attracts 7200+ unique visitors per month. Since our 

previous newsletter, various aspects of the estate featured in the magazines such as Die 

Burger, Die By, Legacy magazine, SA Homeowner, SA Deluxe, Polo Luxury, Cape Town 

Magazine, Marie Claire, Business day, Beeld, Landbou weekblad and Environmental 

magazine. We also featured on Pasella, SABC, CNBC Africa, and various blogs and 

digital forums. Guardian Development Management won the “Best Single unit 

Development” award at the International Property Awards held in Dubai in 2013. All this 

exposure gives a continuous momentum to a wave of positive reports of Val de Vie. Be 

sure to keep a lookout for the Val de Vie Magazine which is currently being compiled and 

expected to be available by March 2014.  
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Restaurant and Wines 

 

Thank you for supporting our restaurant and wine brands. The sun-set Fridays at the 

restaurant are extremely popular and it’s wonderful to see that our residents make 

themselves at home and bring friends along. 

 

The Val de Vie wine brands enjoy consistent growth and the wine specials are well 

supported by the residents. Our wine can be purchased from the restaurant during 

restaurant trading hours and we deliver country wide. 

 

We have in the past released detailed press statements about the wine cellar at Val de Vie 

which was purchased by Perfect South Africa, a joint venture between Hein Koegelenberg 

and his Chinese wine partners, and that this cellar at Val de Vie will become the home of 

their L’Hugeunot brand. They are currently busy with extensive renovations to the cellar 

and will soon complete a truly special destination with improved maturation capacity and 

tasting facilities.   

 

Visitor enrolment system 

 

Thank you to all who are using the new visitor enrolment system. We know it’s something 

new to learn, but it’s easy to use, and it pleasantly enhances the visitor’s experience. Its 

true value will, however, only be experience when all of us use it. So please take the time 
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to register on the system. We cannot issue your visitor with an access code if you 

have not registered on the system. This means our patrol vehicle must escort the 

visitor to the boom to open it.  

 

If you are not familiar with the new paperless system it basically allows the residents to 

request a unique Pin Code for a visitor or contractor which allow them to enter and exit the 

estate. It replaces the cumbersome paper system and is meant to speed up the visitor’s 

entry and it notifies the resident of the visitor’s entry and exit times. We also did away with 

issuing remotes to visitors. Detailed instructions are listed on our website under the 

“HOA/Internal communications” tab. This is one step forward in enhancing the overall 

experience at the main entrance.  

 

Community Portal 

 

We are pleased to see that some residents are using the Community Portal to 

communicate with us. The portal will soon become our sole communication mechanism for 

all estate related matters and we therefore urge you to log on and update your profile to 

avoid missing out on important information. Please follow this link to log on, 

http://valdevie.communityportal.co.za/login.  

 

Weekly bulletins as well as monthly newsletters, important notices and updates, levy 

statements and water accounts will be sent via the portal ONLY.  

http://valdevie.communityportal.co.za/login
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We will apply a grace period until the end of February 2014, during which we will 

communicate through the Portal as well as per e-mail to ensure that everyone switch to 

using the Portal.  Please do not hesitate to call us on 021 863 6128 if are experiencing 

trouble using the portal. 

 

Fiber to the Home project 

 

Thank you for bearing with us on this project. Much to our own frustration, the take-up on 

this offer was much slower than we have hoped for. ICT Globe, the suppliers of this 

service, initially set a trigger amount of 80 subscribers. They have so far managed to sign 

up 65, and they continue to lobby for the rest. In the meantime their installers are 

conducting site surveys and preparing for the installation. Again, if all this is news to you, 

please follow these links Fibre Brochure 1, Fibre Brochure 2 and ICT Profile for further 

detail. 

 

Animals and Speeding 

 

Regardless of the many residents who attentively comply with our rules regarding animals, 

we are still experiencing gnawing problems with certain animals and with speeding on the 

estate. We regularly receive complaints of dogs barking, animals walking around 

http://www.valdevie.co.za/media/hoa/documents/Val%20de%20Vie%20Estate%20Brochure_front%20v3%20July%202013.pdf
http://www.valdevie.co.za/media/hoa/documents/Val%20de%20Vie%20Estate%20Broshure_back_4%20September%202013.pdf
http://www.valdevie.co.za/media/hoa/documents/ICTG%20Company%20Profile%20v3%20August%20'13.pdf
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unsupervised and consequently without a leash, owners that do not clean up after their 

pets, as well as cats causing a nuisance.  

 

Most residents usually respond positively to our appeals for adherence to the estate rules. 

One of the reasons we chose to live in an estate, is the comfort of knowing that the rules 

are there to promote harmonious and nuisance free living. Remember, we all contractually 

agreed do have the rules in place and to employ people to enforce it. Furthermore, it is 

absolutely accepted practice within estates to have rules regarding pets, speed limits etc. 

Unfortunately, we are being forced by a tiny minority of inconsiderate pet owners and 

speed rebels, to resort to the legal mechanism available to enforce these rules. For the 

sake of the common good, we will continue to take a much tougher stance. To enforce 

these rules we have asked the Trustees to agree to and commit funds to prosecute 

habitual transgressors. At our next Trustee meeting this will be minuted. 

 

It is best to report any transgression to security immediately, as they are coached to either 

resolve the matter onsite and/or to file an incident report to our offices, from where it is 

taken further.  

 

Security can be contacted at 021-8636110 or 0729003954 

 

The rules can be downloaded from our website, Estate Rules.   

 

http://www.valdevie.co.za/media/hoa/documents/Estate%20rules.pdf
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Facilities and landscaping 

 

The HOA team was on site for the duration of the December holidays, with no serious 

matters to attend to. The implementation of our electronic asset management system 

during 2013 now ensures that systematic preventative maintenance is done on all our 

assets and infrastructure. To a large degree this eliminates reactive crisis management 

and in general our infrastructure is better maintained and things run smoother.  

 

It took some time to finalise our insurance claim from the flooding in August and November 

2013, but rehabilitative work commenced and the gravel road along the river is now 

completed. Other smaller civil and storm water repairs are also commissioned.  

 

We installed a new generator at the main entrance which ensures that our security 

systems can now operate uninterruptedly for an indefinite time, should there be a 

municipal power outage. Our sewage pumps and irrigation pumps were also upgraded 

with improved control systems. The irrigation water pump house inlet in Lake Michelle was 

changed from a stationary inlet to a floating inlet. This reduces sediment in our irrigation 

system and lengthens the lifespan of many of the parts.  

 

The HOA is generally pleased with the state of the landscaping. However, we want to give 

special attention to our trees this year since they have become one of our most valuable 

assets. You would have noticed that they received specialized pruning. Special feeding 
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programs and re-staking will also be done. We will again make provision in the budget for 

extensions of the irrigation system as well as tree replacements and bed upgrades which 

will all be done in optimal planting times.  

 

Fly Traps 

 

Along with our strategy to promote “green” practices on Val de Vie, we assisted home 

owners in purchasing very effective no-chemical, bio-friendly fly traps. We have been 

fortunate, in that there are generally few flies on Val de Vie comparatively to other areas in 

the country. This view was confirmed in an independent expert study done by Professor 

Geertsema. Even so, we are continuously looking for an effective green way to reduce 

their numbers even more. These traps are doing a great job, so much so, that we have 

had inspections from other estates to our facilities to come and see for themselves how it’s 

done – another green achievement. 

 

Budget for the 2014/2015 Financial Year 

 

The trustees are compiling the 2014/2015 financial budget. Before they finally approve it 

by the end of February 2014, it will be circulated to all homeowners for comment, as has 

become our custom to do. Please expect a normal annual increase in the levy from March 

2014, the amount which will be confirmed at the final approval of the budget.   
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Pearl Valley Golf Membership 

 

Pearl Valley recently launched a limited number of non-residents golf memberships. 

Usually these memberships are reserved for Pearl Valley home owners only. We 

encourage all our golfing enthusiasts to make use of this limited offer. Full details can be 

obtained from the Pearl Valley offices. 

 

Security Emergency Numbers: 

The security emergency numbers are available on the Val de Vie Website, 

http://www.valdevie.co.za/aboutus/contact.html.  

 

Gatehouse:   021 863 6138 or 021 863 6110 

Mobile:   072 900 3954 

 

Please enjoy 2014 with us and thank you for your support. 

 

Morné Bosch 

Chairman 

On behalf of the trustees 

 

 

http://www.valdevie.co.za/aboutus/contact.html

