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PuBLISHeR:
Phoenix Freelance for the Val de Vie HOA 
www.phoenixfreelance.co.za 

HOA eDITOR: 
Anel Steyn 021 863 6103 

ADVeRTISINg SALeS: 
Jaime-Lee van Sittert / Tatum Milosevich 
021 434 6537 / 0418  /  072 171 1979

DeSIgN & LAyOuT: 
gurnstar Ink

The grapevine magazine focuses on the Val De Vie estate. It is mailed on behalf of the homeowners association to residents and landowners. It is 
published in collaboration with several freelance companies and does not necessarily portray the opinions of these companies. Please send enquiries 
to grapevine@valdevie.co.za
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Paarl Motors, 37 Jan van Riebeeck Drive, Paarl, Tel.: 021 872 1531, www.sandown.co.za,
Email: estiennec@sandown.co.za, Dealer Principal - Estienne Cronje - 082 878 5688, Sales Executive - Zelda Steenkamp -
083 236 9927

Strength in its most cultivated state.
The New Generation M-Class – arrange a test drive today.

Dust, dirt or tarmac – the New Generation M-Class is ready to prove how cultivated,

strength can be. Inside, high-quality leather trims and the seats invite you to climb in

and relax, while the powerful 4MATIC all-wheel drive system handles steep gradients

with supreme ease. In addition, the 7G-TRONIC automatic transmission delivers the

right amount of torque in any situation. To book a Test Drive call the number below or

visit www.mercedes-benz.co.za

Standard with MobiloDrive 120. Prices subject to change without prior notice. Vehicle specifications may vary. Finance Provided by
Mercedes-Benz Financeand *Insurance, a division of Mercedes-Benz Financial Services South Africa(Pty.)Ltd., an Authorised Financial
Services Provider (Licence no. 18 604) and Credit Provider (Licence nr. NCRCP80). *Underwritten by either Regent Insurance (FSB. 25
511),or Alexander Forbes Insurance (Licence nr. 30414).
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From The HOA Office

HOA enquiries
021 863 6128
hoa@valdevie.co.za

Accounts Department
021 863 6102
accounts@valdevie.co.za

Building Department
021 863 6103
building@valdevie.co.za

Healthclub
021 863 6136
healthclub@valdevie.co.za

Polo
021 863 6169
polo@valdevie.co.za

Wine at Val de Vie
021 863 6143
wine@valdevie.co.za

Ryk Neethling Swim School
082 445 5822
valdevie@learntoswim.co.za

events & Marketing
021 863 6191
events@valdevie.co.za

Sales Office
021 863 6101
property@valdevie.co.za

Polo Club Restaurant
021 863 6174
restaurant@valdevie.co.za

Security
021 863 6110
072 900 3954
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For those of you who have been part of the 
estate you will remember our first grapevine 
editions, or some would even want to forget 
them.  It is kind of like that first school 
photo you are proud of only in twenty years 
to come, but for now,  you seem slightly 
embarrassed.    

We started out as a HOA newsletter with 
a few photos and information, and as the 
estate grew the grapevine has more than 
tripled from eighteen pages to sixty plus, 
bursting with colour and excitement.   It is 
rewarding to see how the magazine flies 
from the Sport and Leisure Centre table and 
even more exciting to see how residents take 
more than one copy when they know they or 
their children are featured inside. Therefore 
this edition we thought we should go back 
to our roots and feature a grapevine on the 
cover, as this is where this HOA publication 
all started.  

grapevine is a 
homeowner’s lifestyle 
publication that captures 
the life of the residents 
living and building on the 
estate.
We want to remind the homeowners that 
the grapevine is a homeowner’s lifestyle 
publication and that we try to capture the 
essence of the residents living and building 
on the estate.   For this magazine to be in 
touch and current we need all the input and 
contribution we can get.   Therefore we want 
to encourage you to send us your thoughts, 
stories, photos, accomplishments, hobbies, 

questions and any relevant information to 
your life on the estate. 

We try to cover every possible section of the 
estate, from the Sport and Leisure Centre, 
building activity, wines, restaurant, polo, 
events, safety, security, landscaping, fauna 
and flora.   

Within the first two months of 2012 the HOA 
had a Valentines picnic at the river as well 
as a welcome evening for new residents and 
residents in the building phase. The HOA 
plans to host these welcome evenings every 
second month and this will be an opportunity 
for you to meet your neighbours, the HOA 
team and fellow Val de Vie residents that are 
building in your vicinity. 

We want to encourage 
our residents to also 
attend all the other Val 
de Vie events planned 
for the year.  Bring your 
family and friends and 
share the unique lifestyle 
with them. 
For the HOA to streamline communication 
and improve service delivery we need 
updated info from residents, please forward 
your change of email address and cell 
numbers to hoa@valdevie.co.za,  and make 
use of the suggestion box at the Sport and 
Leisure Centre.  

Kind Regards, the Val de Vie HOA Office 

gRAPeVINe BeFORe AND AFTeR
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Social Responsibility

SOCIAL 
ReSPONSIBILITy
The Val De Vie Philosophy: Preserve. 
Protect. enhance. Restore. Manage. 
Sustain.
unlike many other lifestyle estates, Val de Vie 
embraces a responsible and nurturing socio-
environmental ethos. We are immensely 
proud of our achievements, not only in having 
transformed the lives of those who previously 
lived under abject conditions on the original 
Kliprug Farm, but also in breathing new life 
into once-sterile land that was damaged by 
intensive fruit farming and clay mining.

By dedicating ourselves 
to this ongoing initiative to 
revitalise both people and 
place, we have uplifted the 
local community and made 
significant strides towards 
preserving rare indigenous 
flora and fauna. 
We have created a benevolent habitat 
in the Berg River Valley that allows 
threatened species to thrive in the protected 
environment of a prestigious residential 
enclave.

In the words of founder Martin Venter, our 
mission is “to leave a legacy that will have 
a lasting, positive impact on the Berg River 
valley as a whole”.

As a result, Val de Vie estate is widely 
acknowledged as an outstanding example of 
eco-friendly development within the current 
South African context.

New homes (and jobs) for the old
Re-housing of Farm Workers 
When the development of Val de Vie estate 
began on Kliprug Farm in 2006, the first 
consideration was to address the housing 
needs of the resident farm labourers, 
who had long been living in overcrowded, 
insanitary dwellings which lacked basic 
amenities such as electricity and indoor 
plumbing.

109 men, women and children were relocated 
and re-housed in 17 homes around Paarl 
and Wellington, which had been especially 
purchased, renovated and furnished for this 
purpose. 

Special arrangements were also made to 
accommodate senior citizens and orphans 
from the farm worker community at relevant 
institutions.

La Terra Du Luc  PO Box 220   Franschhoek  7690
Tel: 021 876 4520   Cell: 082 898 9187   mloubser@telkomsa.net

Design  |  Horticultural Services  |  Irrigation  |  Professional Aftercare

rom sustainable habitats to elegant gardens, 
           We are your outdoor problem solvers

MARLENE LOUBSER BSc.Agric

The entire process (overseen by a specialist 
personnel consulting firm), was undertaken 
by Val de Vie at a cost of over R7, 5 million 
and for the first time the workers are now the 
proud home owners.

Skills Training and Job Creation 
As part of an ongoing, sustainable worker 
upliftment and empowerment programme, 
Val de Vie aims to invest in and nurture its 
human resources, including the complement 
of existing farm labourers. In an attempt 
to integrate these workers into the 
infrastructure of the estate on a sustainable 
basis, Val de Vie embarked on an extensive 
programme that included hands-on training 
for a variety of new jobs which either arose, 
or were created as development progressed.
Opportunities included work in the newly-
established vineyards and polo fields, as well 
as a variety of general estate maintenance 
positions. These later grew to encompass the 
restaurant, cellar and equestrian facilities.
In addition, life-skills workshops were 
presented on relevant topics such as health 
and hygiene, communication, productivity 
and substance abuse.

Page 1of 3



greening our valley (Adding ecological 
Joie de Vivre to Val de Vie)
A major part of the Berg River valley 
falls within the Cape Floral Kingdom (a 
proclaimed World Heritage Site), and before 
actual development of the estate began, 
eco-conscious Val de Vie Chairman, Martin 
Venter, worked in close conjunction with the 
Western Cape Department of environmental 
Affairs and Development Planning. Stringent 
guidelines were formulated to preserve, 
protect, enhance, restore, manage and 
sustain the degraded agricultural and 
industrial area’s remaining natural assets. 
After intensive independent studies had been 
conducted to assess environmental impact, 
an Operational environmental Management 
Plan was drawn up and scrupulously adhered 
to, both during and after the construction 
phase.

Rare Plant Rescue Mission 
One of the first steps was to rescue over 
3 000 plants and bulbs (including rare and 
vulnerable flora), which were replanted 
into a dedicated conservation area. The 
soil was stabilised with Carpobrotus edulis, 
an indigenous succulent groundcover and 
“pioneer plant” from the Mesembyanthemum 
family, also known as the Vygie or Sour fig.

Rehabilitating the River 
In line with Val de Vie’s holistic biodiversity 
programme, the rehabilitation of the Berg 
River bank bordering the estate was another 
priority. Primary invasive alien vegetation 
(particularly the Black Wattle, Acacia 
mearnsii) was removed in partnership with 
the government agency, Working for Water, 
and replaced with indigenous stream-bank 
vegetation to counter soil erosion and 
encourage local wildlife. This eradication 
and replanting initiative is ongoing, and the 
previously threatened Black or Largemouth 
Bass (Micropterus salmoides) has once 
again been sighted in the river – an excellent 
indication of a healthy eco-system!

Landscaping in Val de Vie is strictly done 
according to an environmentally-approved 
plan, and naturally occurring water-wise 
vegetation has been incorporated into the 
overall design and layout, wherever possible. 

Our ultimate aim is not only 
to create an aesthetically 
pleasing and ecologically 
sound environment for 
residents to enjoy, but 
also to attract a flourishing 
population of local wildlife.

From Dongas to Dams 
Where deep, unsightly clay mines used for 
brick-making once existed, five interlinked 
perpetual flow feature dams were created. 
These are sustained by the run-off from 
mountain streams, underground seepage 
and water pumped from the Berg River, and 
now teem with fish, as well as an increasing 
number of bird species such as water-fowl.

Water Wisdom
Val de Vie has its own boreholes as well 
as water rights along the Berg River. 
Responsible water management is 

implemented at all times. Strict precautions 
are taken to minimise the environmental 
impact of the Polo fields, and a customised 
water collection system is in place to prevent 
seepage of the fertilised drainage.

We are also launching floating islands into 
our dams to create a beneficial wetland 
environment. using the latest technology 
from BioHaven® Floating Islands, these 
green islands will provide a valuable habitat 
for fish and wildlife, as well as improve the 
quality of the water.

5
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The Sewerage Treatment facility developed 
by eDP and operated by Drakenstein 
Municipality recently won an Award of 
excellence awarded by WISA. This world-
class facility is functioning on purely biological 
processes, making the use of added 
chemicals obsolete.

Flora and Fauna: Looking into the Future 
Conservation Areas 
Two demarcated conservation areas have 
been established on the North side of Val de 
Vie estate. The smaller reserve is close to 
the river and covers an area of roughly 1ha. 
It forms a significant and valuable remnant of 
the original indigenous Berg River vegetation. 
To protect the delicate ecological balance, 
this is a restricted-access zone and alien 
vegetation is removed by hand.

Three rare and threatened “Red Data 
List” species (now known as Species of 
Conservation Concern) have been recorded 
in this unique nature reserve. These are:

• Clay Conebush – Leucadendron 
lanigerum lanigerum (endangered)
• Channel-leaf Sugarbush – Protea 
scorzonerifolia (Vulnerable)
• Ruschia diversifolia (A succulent of the 
Mesembryanthemum family – of least 
concern, but awaiting r e-assessment.)

The second reserve is much larger and is 
designated as a wilderness area. It includes 
an extensive landscaped Fynbos garden, 
complete with a network of footpaths and 
convenient resting spots that allow residents 
to enjoy the scenery.

game Reserve 
Val de Vie is proud to have pioneered the 
reintroduction of formerly indigenous game 
into the Berg River valley. After a joint 
feasibility study conducted with Cape Nature 
Conservation in 2010, a fenced 4.3ha natural 
grazing area was established. The estate 
now boasts its own herd of indigenous 
antelope - Springbok, Antidorcas marsupialis 
as well as zebra, Kaapse grysbok (an 
endangered species) and Bontebok. All 
additions are made in consultation with 
Cape Nature Conservation and with their full 
endorsement.

Recycling 
As part of our environmentally-conscious 
philosophy, Val de Vie encourages residents 
to recycle as much of their household waste 
as possible. The estate boasts its own glass 
and paper recycling banks.

garden refuse is collected weekly by our 
landscapers and turned into compost. This 
is reused to provide nutrient-rich soil for the 
estate, thereby continuing to beautify and 
sustain our own gardens and conservation 
areas.

The “No fly by day” Operation
Biological Pest Control
Val de Vie utilises an innovative natural agent 
to control the fly population. As every horse-
lover knows, flies can be a huge nuisance to 
our four-footed friends (not to mention their 
two-legged companions), especially in the 
heat of the Boland summer!

The solution comes in the form of a tiny 
parasitic wasp (Muscidifurax raptor), whose 
favoured environment is damp dung-heaps 
and wet feed, both of which are breeding 
sites for flies.

The adult wasp stings and kills the fly pupa, 
allowing it to lay an egg in the pupal case. 
When the egg hatches, the wasp larva dines 
on the fly’s freshly-dead offspring with relish. 
Within just 19 to 21 days, an M. raptor adult 
emerges from the fly’s pupal case and begins 
its search for more fly pupae on which to feed 
and deposit eggs.

These insects are purchased in their larval 
stage and hung above the Val de Vie 
stables. The little wasps then fall into the 
straw bedding and dramatically reduce the 
fly population by breaking their lifecycles, 
without the need for costly, environmentally-
destructive chemical control.

Recent international research has indicated 
that Muscidifurax raptor also eliminates fruit 
flies in vineyards, making it an even greater 
asset to the estate!

getting greener by the day...
New Vineyard Savvy 
As a working wine farm, Val de Vie is 
aware of global shifts in more ethical and 
environmentally responsible vineyard 
management. As a result, we endeavour 
to maintain the lowest possible levels of 
glyphosate herbicide. 

We favour organic fertilisers 
and utilise seedling crops as 
“green manure”. 

We also use tractors as seldom as possible 
during weed-spraying, and practice regulated 
phytosanitary removal of weed residues in 
order to avoid contamination.

  

Social Responsibility

We are 20 years in this business covering 
the whole of BOLAND AREA and Western Cape

c: 083 673 2017 
e: dvsias@webmail.co.za

> Huguenot Museum, Franschhoek
> La Providence, Franschhoek
> Albertyn Viljoen Nortje Architects, Paarl
> Kislingbury Hill Developments, Franschhoek
> Pearl Valley, Paarl

Happy clients:
 

 

> Interior Painting | Exterior Painting | Roof Painting 
> Roof Cleaning| High Pressure Cleaning | Waterproofing 
> Joint Sealing | Re-Painting of Old buildings | Painting of new built buildings

http://www.franschhoek.co.za/siaspainters/

A FREE quote with complete 
specifications of products and services rendered 

are supplied to all our potential customers

We also do: 

S     PIAS        AINTERS



Introducing BUILD IT’s new Urban range - a collection of high-quality fi ttings that allows you to enjoy affordable 

luxury in the comfort of your own home. Our team has selected only the fi nest, to bring you a range of 

homeware that is synonymous with world-class quality and international design.

Visit Boland Build It, Corner Lady Gray & Van Riebeeck Drive, Paarl or call (021) 872 0881 
fax (021) 872 0885 / www.bbuildit.co.za / justin@bbuildit.co.za

A  TOUCH OF SOPHIST ICAT ION IN  THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME.

SUPERIOR QUALITY PRODUCT

BOLAND



A family business where service is a tradition since 1950

Shop 44 | Paarl Mall | 021-863 4424

2012 TAG Heuer CARRERA Heritage Calibre 16.



 PROPERTY MATTERS 

HOMES PLOTS RENTALS

Sports & Leisure Centre, Val de Vie Estate
C: 082 55 333 96 | T: 021 863 6101 | F: 0866 02 33 78 
www.valdevie.co.za 

Dear Clients and Homeowners

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and interest in property at Val 
de Vie Estate and to bring you up to speed with some exciting changes on the property front.

From 1 March 2012,  I will be heading up the sales for Val de Vie Property - dedicating my time and passion 
to steering the sales and marketing of the properties on Val de Vie Estate on a full time basis.

I have enjoyed my season with Seeff Franschhoek and wish them well with their continued sales activity in 
the Valley.  The Seeff on-site mandate for the sales office at Val de Vie has now expired and they have since 
vacated. (For those of you who know Sonja Thielen; she unfortunately has to serve out a 3 month restraint 
of trade that she has with Seeff and I wish her well as she spends this quality time with her family and 
friends).

Val de Vie Property is currently under way with a very exciting range of electronic mediums, which you will 
notice in the near future, together with some exciting print media ads and other marketing opportunities. 
It is our aim to present the lifestyle and ownership of a property on Val de Vie for that which it is - 
affordable luxury living in the Winelands of the Cape with excellent facilities for the homeowners in a 
secure environment.

lease do not hesitate to contact 
me for personalised service and input regarding investing, renting or selling at Val de Vie.

We look forward to being of service to you and to serving the best interests of Val de Vie Estate as a whole.

Kind regards

Peter Wagenaar

continued 

We have also given the Sales Office a fresh facelift, which includes a Nespresso coffee machine - so please 
join us for a fresh cuppa when you are next in the area. In the meantime, p
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BACK TO BuILDINg
As I drove home last year, after the builders’ 
holiday clock had gone, I saw a billboard with 
“Back to School” items on the N1 highway.  
yes that is life today; barely finished the year 
and you are reminded of starting the next 
one.  As I was half-heartedly buying these 
“Back to School items” in my final week of 
holiday, I saw how Christmas items were 
removed from the shelves and replaced with 
easter eggs.   Needless to say Valentine’s 
Day items have been in the stores since 
Christmas.   We live a high paced lifestyle 
with rapid daily changes, and sometimes all 
we remember is the yearly milestones we 
aim to reach and therefore do not enjoy the 
journey!

So for those who love the fast pace, herewith 
the potential statistics for building at Val 
de Vie 2012:  With the throw of the ball to 
open the Veuve Clicquot Masters Polo we 
should have an average of fifty plus active 
building sites.   By the time the KFM KDAy 
bands and 10 000 fans are rocking the polo 
fields, the Aesthetics committee will have 
approved another 30 plans to date.  As 
the bell goes for our annual HOA Spring 
Fun Run, participants will be running past 
approximately 180 completed homes.  By 
the time the homeowners are having their 
annual picnic we should have more than 700 
hundred residents.

My little girl started grade R this week, 
and after her first three days she asked me 
teary eyed:“So when are the school holidays 
Mommy?”  It made me sad for more than 
the obvious reasons, because, we wish the 
time by for all the wrong reasons, thinking 
the special events or occasions are the ones 
to look forward to, while the learning phase 
is the one that actually makes us grow as 
human beings.  And life is about growing. 

enjoying the building process 
and appreciating every 
phase will make the time less 
stressful and the event more 
memorable.  

This is a note to all future Val de Vie 
residents, those who still have to build 
and those who are already in process of 
building.  Obviously you cannot wait to live 
in your dream home on this lovely estate, 
but enjoying the building process and 
appreciating every phase will make the time 
less stressful and the event more memorable.  
While you are building we would like to 
encourage you to join in on all the activities 
our estate has to offer, so pop in at the gym 
after a site visit, have lunch with friends at 
the restaurant and join in on all the polo 
action over weekends.  

until next time. Anel Steyn

Building Statistics
Homes completed in and by:

end 2007 = 4

end 2008 = 10 
(14  to date, 6 more than previous year)

end 2009 = 28 
(42  to date, 18 more than previous year)

end 2010 = 32 
(74  to date, 4 more than previous year)

end 2011 = 53 
(127 to date, 21 more than previous year)



Falcon cookers offer a multitude of functions and styles for your kitchen Retro, Classic & Contemporary!

Manufacturing Range Cookers since 1830

Pioneering Range Cookers

An AGA Company

www.kitchenshop.co.za  185 Main Road, Paarl  |  Tel: (021) 872 5909  |  Email: info@kitchenshop.co.za

The Kitchen Shop (Paarl)

A great range of cookers and stoves from a traditional 
company established in 1854
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VAL De VIe 
PICNIC AReA
Our Picnic Area, officially launched on 
14 Feb 2012, was a welcomed addition 
to our landscaping features.  Its location, 
right across from the Berg River Island, 
is ideal as it provides complete privacy 
from the embankment across. The area, 
once covered with numerous black 
wattles and other foreign trees and 
shrubs, was cleared and levelled with 
earth moving equipment over a two 
week period. Irrigation, grass, trees and 
ground cover plants were established. 
Footpaths were also cleared along the 
contours connecting Palomino way with 
the area.  

How to get there

• Follow the meandering route/ 
 pony trail (green route on the 
 map). 
• Limited parking is available on 
 palomino way (Light blue dots 
 on the map)  

Access to river front

• Residents can have their 
 remotes programmed at 
 security. The remote will then 
 open 3 river front gates ( 1. far 
 north, 2. at picnic spot and 3. 
 far south)

use of river front servitude

• Although the river front land 
 belongs to the two privately 
 owned farms in Val de Vie 
 (Brown and purple land on 
 map), the HOA has a 12m 
 wide right of way servitude 
 over which residents can 
 meander/ jog/ horse ride, 
 using horse or human “leg-
 power”, in other words no 
 quad bikes, motor cars, or 
 motor vehicles. The HOA 
 and farm owners are, in 

  conjunction, developing a 5 
 year “Improvement plan” for 
 the gradual upgrading of the 
 route.

Rules of the picnic area

• Residents and resident guests 
 are welcome
• Accessible during daylight 
 hours only
• No braai permissible
• No dogs
• No music

Before ...



...& After
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50 000
OF UP TO
LIFESPANS
with

HOURS

CAN SAVE YOU
AS MUCH AS

LED LIGHTING

of your current
lighting costs90%

you may 

NEVER NEED
TO CHANGE A
LIGHTBULB AGAIN

210 Creative Suites, 210 Long St, Cape Town, South Africa 8001

www. cande l a l ed . co . z a  |  i n f o@cande l a l ed . co . z a
+27 2 1  48 1 1844 |  +27 84 303 9379
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GLE Vital Candela Ad.pdf   1   2012/02/23   2:14 PM

Farms

• Please note that the green 
 route and picnic area are the 
 only land which the residents 
 have access to. The farmland 
 itself is private property, and 
 although its mostly not 
 enclosed with a physically 
 barrier, we ask that residents 
 would respect their privacy. 
       



Bird Feature

The national bird of South Africa, the blue 
crane is an elegant wading bird easily 
recognizable by its distinctive coloration and 
long wing plumes. unfortunately, its grace 
is rapidly disappearing and it is a threatened 
species that needs conservation help to 
recover.

Common Name:
Blue Crane, Stanley Crane, Paradise Crane, 
Indwe

Scientific Name:
Anthropoides paradiseus

Appearance:
• Bill: Pink, relatively small, straight
• Size: 50 inches long with 60-inch 
wingspan, large head
• Colors: Blue-gray, black, pink, white
• Markings: Genders are the same 
with overall blue-gray plumage and a 
pale, whitish crown on the head with 
a darker hindneck. The bill is pale pink 
and relatively small for a crane. Long 
tertial wing feathers fade to black near 
the tips and trail to the ground, often 
mistaken for a plumed tail. Legs and 
feet are gray or black.



Foods:
Seeds, insects, fish, amphibians, reptiles

Habitat and Migration:
These cranes prefer open, arid 
grasslands and can frequently be found 
in agricultural and pasture areas. Their 
range is confined to southeastern 
South Africa and western Swaziland 
with a second isolated population in 
northern Namibia. In winter they migrate 
locally, seeking lower elevations but not 
wandering far from their regular range.

Vocalizations:
The blue crane has a loud, rapid honking 
rattle call that undulates in pitch. These 
can be noisy birds in flocks or when in 
flight.

Behavior:
Like most birds, the blue crane is 
relatively solitary during the breeding 
season but forms medium to large 
flocks in the winter, when they will roost 
communally. When threatened, the bird 
will fluff out its nape and cheek feathers 
in an aggressive display.

 Reproduction:
These birds perform unison calling 
and dancing courtship displays. A 
mated pair will produce a single 
brood of 2 eggs and both parents 
will incubate the eggs for 30-33 
days. After hatching, the young 
are cared for by both parents 
for 85-145 days until their first 
flight, during which time the male 
parent takes on a more aggressive 
protector role while the female 
parent nurtures the young birds.

Attracting Blue Cranes:
Like all wading birds these are not 
typical backyard species, though 
they can be found near human 
habitation in agricultural areas, 
particularly after the harvest when 
spilled grain is abundant. The blue 
crane population is declining due to 
increased mining, habitat loss and 
pesticide use, and limiting these 
activities as well as preserving 
grassland is essential to protect the 
species. Blue cranes are also at risk 
from power line collisions.
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Floating Island

BIOHAVeN 
FLOATINg ISLANDS
BioHaven® Floating Islands provide the 
most significant development in artificial 
wetland technology. For the first time it 
is now possible to substantially increase 
the biological working surface (‘biofilm’) in 
existing wetland environments, augmenting 
the treatment capacity without the need 
for additional land area. BioHavens create 
opportunities for continuous wetland 
function, irrespective of water levels and flow 
rates. The option to install BioHavens as a 
functional component of new wetlands allows 
for a smaller wetland footprint as well as the 
ability to sequestrate dissolved nutrients and 
pollutants that would be difficult to achieve 
with conventional wetland systems.

BioHavens provide a wide range of options 
for the functional beautification of both 
natural and artificial wetlands, maturation 
and ornamental ponds, dams and other 
waterbodies. The options are limitless. These 
floating islands may not only be planted with 
either aquatic or terrestrial plants, they may 

also be used for growing cut flowers or 
vegetables, i.e. providing income or food 
security in addition to improved water quality. 
Larger versions, with recirculation devices 
and other features, can be added to existing 
wastewater treatment plants to cope with 
meeting effluent treatment needs. The 
options are endless.

On this page you will find various information 
materials and brochures. We can assist with 
the determination of required floating island 
area for a specific need or treatment goal.  
www.dhec.co.za

MANUFACTURE & INSTALLATION OF SOLID MERANTI & ALUZINC 
SECTIONAL & TIP UP DOORS, AUTOMATION & HARDWARE

THE EAZYLIFT MOTOR FEATURES:

SHOWROOM: Unit 5, 8 Cecil Morgan Way, Stikland, Bellville   TEL: 021 949 4015  FAX: 021 949 4016   www.roosgaragedoors.co.za

Low Maintenance    Battery back-up facility    DC Motor    Soft start & stop
Ultra low noise operation    Equipped with code hopping remote system

All motors are

(BEWARE OF IMITATION MERANTI)
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Events

K-DAy AT VAL De 
VIe eSTATe
The Val de Vie events basically jumped 
through the roof when we heard that 
K-Day was coming to Val de Vie estate 
again this year.

With the first 500 tickets sold out in 12 
minutes, this year’s K-Day is once again 
set to be one of the most popular music 
events of the year.

94.5 Kfm have teamed up with Santam 
to bring you a line-up of the biggest local 
music talent including: Parlatones, Prime 
Circle, Locnville, good Luck, elvis Blue, 
The Arrows, Flash Republic, Danny K 
and more.“K-Day show cases leading 
local music acts. It has been sold out 
every year and this year we are looking 
forward to an even bigger and better 
festival with the best of South African 
music jam packed into one event,” said 
Ian Bredenkamp, programming manager 
for 94.5Kfm.

The first bands have been confirmed, but 
listeners should stay tuned to 94.5Kfm 
as more bands will be added to the 
line-up.

K-Day is a great opportunity for families 
and friends to get out into the sunshine 
and celebrate everything an awesome 
Cape summer has to offer – great 
weather, a stunning outdoor setting and 
of course – the best local music on offer. 
Bring a picnic, loads of sunscreen and 
set up to enjoy all your favourite 94.5 
Kfm hits live.

There will be a children’s play area as 
well as a hospitality area with various 
food and drink vendors, and a beer tent. 
Ample secure parking is available for 
free on the estate. Please note that no 
alcohol, glass bottles, braais/barbecues 
or open flames will be allowed into the 
venue.

Tickets are R160 for adults and R80 
for children and are available through 
Computicket.

We also do rentals on Val de Vie.

Our professional Val de Vie team is:
Ronel Pienaar 082 556 2433, Adri Holm 083 283 0114 and Helena Grobbelaar (rentals) 072 199 5989

www.pamgolding.co.za/valdevie

*listing prices quoted

Our results speak for themselves. 
Let them speak for you.

Val de Vie, R6.75 million*

Val de Vie, R1 million* Val de Vie, R1.5 million*

Val de Vie, R1.467 million* Val de Vie, R1.45 million*

Kday 2012, 

on stage at 

Val de Vie 

31st of March 

2012.





Veuve Clicquot Masters

21

THe 2012 VeuVe 
CLICQuOT POLO 
MASTeRS uPPeD THe 
gLAMOuR STAKeS 
ONCe AgAIN.
Cape Town and Johannesburg’s social set 
were out in full force this weekend at the 
second annual Veuve Clicquot Masters Polo 
at Val de Vie estate in Cape Town.

Following the success of last year’s event, 
which was the champagne brand’s first foray 
into African polo, the 2012 Veuve Clicquot 
Masters once again proved to be one of 
the top events on the South African social 
calendar.

Veuve Clicqout, one of the champagne 
region’s most revered Maisons, sponsors 
some of the world’s most prestigious polo 
events and has a long history with the ‘sport 
of kings’.  With over 700 celebrities, socialites 
and polo lovers in attendance, including 
Jeannie D, Jo-Ann Strauss, Roxy Louw, Ryan 
Botha, Natalie Becker and elana Africa, the 
Veuve Clicquot Masters event has set a new 
polo benchmark in South Africa. 

elizabeth Arden treated female guests to 
an exclusive Pamper Lounge, where girls 
could enjoy mini makeovers, eight Hour 
hand massages and experience the latest 
elizabeth Arden products. The event’s official 
fashion partners, Viyella (menswear) and 
Jenni Button (womenswear) presented a 
dramatic fashion show on the polo field, with 
models showcasing their latest collections. 
Other brand partners for the event included 
Be Premiere Hair, who offered a Mobile Hair 
Bar for ladies and Aston Martin – the official 
automobile partner once again this year.  
guests were also entertained by SA band 
goodLuck and a game of traditional French 
Pètanque.

A perfect day of polo and fun in the 
Winelands was ended with the official after 
party, hosted by equus Lounge, giving guests 
the opportunity to continue their celebrations 
into the night. 

www.vividluxury.co.za
www.thevividluxuryblog.co.za
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Weddings
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TAMRyN AND 
DINCeR’S BIg 
DAy AT VAL De VIe 
eSTATe
While busy setting up for the wedding, the 
excitement grew among the team as we 
knew that this was going to be a massive 
celebration. 

When looking at Tamryn and Dincer, you can 
picture that a prince and his princess have 
jumped straight out of a Walt Disney fairytale 
novel, but their lives are not at all as simple 
as a children’s book. Home is in Notting 
hill London where Tamryn is a successful 
Chartered Accountant and Dincer is a hard 
working Heart Surgeon, who decided to 
celebrate the biggest day of their lives, here 
with us at Val de Vie estate.

The engagement
“We got engaged at an amazing private 
game reserve at sunset. We were dropped 
off by a river in the middle of the bush, where 
the rangers had set up a champagne picnic 
for us! It was incredible.” 

Choosing a venue:
“After getting engaged we looked at a 
number of venues in the Cape Winelands, 
but when I saw Val de Vie estate I knew it 
was the right one immediately. The setting 
is really magical and I loved the style and 
ambience of the polo club”

The Pre drinks
The guests were entertained on the terrace 
of the ballroom by a Polo game opened by 
the couple after being chaffeur driven from 
the church in the Val de Vie Rolls Royce.

The Reception:
The Ballroom looked amazing and was 
filled with beautiful people who flew in from 
London, New york, germany and Hong Kong 
and included Top Billing’s Jo-Ann Strauss and 
leading local designer Desray.

The After Party:
Tamryn danced the night away in a hand 
beaded Suzanne Neville dress and her oh 
so elegant Jimmy Choo shoes (every girls 
dream) to the music of DJ Rene and his 
team. The groom and his groomsmen later 
dismissed themselves from the party in the 
Ballroom to go celebrate with some Cigars 
in the Black Cigar Bar. Zara Zoo was able to 
catch the amazing memories perfectly.

The Décor 
Lisa from Okasie says,” Tamryn wanted a 
sophisticated affair with masses of romance! 
The fresh color scheme of soft pink, white 
and fresh green as well as a touch of 
plum created a beautiful scene. The floral 
arrangements had a modern classic feel- 
some vases were classic in style with modern 
arrangements and others with modern vases 
and classic arrangements. It was a pleasure 
working with them!”

The Honeymoon
“We went to Dubai and the Maldives before 
returning for another 10 days in Cape Town 
with our family over Christmas.”

Our happy bride: 
“We took the whole of December off work 
and it was just incredible! We had the time 
of our lives and cannot wait to get the video 
back so we can relive the day!”

Photographer:
ZaraZoo’s team of Cape Town Wedding 
Photographers operate in South Africa, 
the uK and europe. In addition to wedding 
photography, we also also do event & 
portrait photography. Our style tends to lean 
toward a photo-journalistic approach; we 
aim to document rather than dictate. Our 
Philosophy: Let your wedding hinge around 
the enjoyment of the day with your family and 
friends; the photos should be the end result 
of a fabulous day of celebrations! 

ZARAZOO Photography, 
www. Zara-zoo.com, T: +27 (0)21 910 1196
Wedding Coordinators:
Val de Vie events Team, 021 863 6100



The stylish ASX (Active Smart Crossover) perfectly fi ts your city and adventure lifestyle and your pocket. 
Get the versatile, compact crossover from Mitsubishi: home of the luxurious Pajero. Packed with 
sophisticated technology and an array of cutting edge safety features; including 7-airbag system with 
Driver Knee Airbag. The ASX has been awarded a 5 Star Euro NCAP rating, making it a true class-
leader. For comfort, step into the spacious and luxuriously appointed interior. Features like Automatic 
Lighting Control with Rain Sensor, Heated Leather Seats, Multi-Function Steering Wheel Controls, Advanced 
Keyless Operating System and keyless engine Stop-Start button means the ASX fi ts your busy lifestyle 
perfectly. The stunning full-length Panoramic Glass Roof allows you to view the sky day and night and savour every 
moment. With its sporty elegance, compact size, high ride-height and affordable fi nance option, the ASX can take you 
where you really want to go – Why Choose?

National 
List Price Interest Rate Rate Type Terms (months) Balloon %** Deposit Amount

R279,900 9.5% Linked 60 40% R27,999

Mitsubishi Motors Paarden Eiland
(021) 506 2777 • 69 Paarden Eiland Avenue, Paarden Eiland

Timesquare 12489

ADDED FEATURE: 
THE RIGHT PRICE

Mitsubishi Motors Tygerberg
(021) 914 3850 • 1 & 3 High Street, Tygerberg

12489 Mitsubishi Paarden Eiland Ad.indd   1 2012/02/16   9:44 AM



 

BALLET  AT  VAL  DE  VIE
                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                     Advanced 2

                                                                                                                 Associate

                                                                                                                                Associate Diploma

                                                                                                                  Licentiate                                                                             

                                                                                                                  

ISTD APPROVED DANCE CENTRE

Member of the Cecchetti Society of Classical Ballet

      

The Art of Ballet forms an integral part of a child’s total development and education. Although the
grounding of the basic techniques is important, ballet also helps to integrate the child’s love of music

and movement.  It assists in the development of their imaginations and creativity, as well as encouraging          
grace and good posture.

   Nadine Gomes is a fully qualified Cecchetti teacher who has worked with young children for almost 20 years. 
   Her senior pupils have won many prestigious competitions and her Beginner Adult classes are extremely popular 
   with the more mature ladies.

   

   We are currently looking at expanding our horizons and possibly starting a Beginner lesson at the Val de Vie Estate. 
   This class will be for 47 year olds.

   Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact:
   Nadine Gomes on:  Cell 0826929737  Email:  mickeyg@netactive.co.za

Ballet helps develop selfconfidence and gives the child a sense of security and stability. It is an excellent form of therapy and has positive benefits for the child with physical problems
such as low muscle tone or poor coordination. Should you wish to enrol your child, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will be delighted to assist wherever possible and answer any     

questions you may have.

ENROL NOW FOR 2012



Men Only
MILITARY STYLE TRAINING

Are you looking for that kick start
to be reinvigorated and motivated!!!

If you wish to, either shed kilos, build solid muscle
or be pushed to improve your fitness levels, then the
4 weeks at  is what you need!MILITARY STYLE TRAINInG

MILITARY STYLE TRAINING
lifestyle change!

 is not just a quick fix - 
it is a 

John Mc Grath
Represented Ireland in Rowing

Irish Sportsman of the Year
Represented Ireland in Kick Boxing

Conditioning Coach South African Tug of War
Conditioning Coach Paarl Gimnasium

Sports Conditioning Coach - Mentally and Physically
Motivational Speaker - Corporate and Individual

Val De Vie, 
Kliprug Minor Road, 
PAARL

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday morning

6:00 am

LOCATION:

WHEN DO WE MEET:

TIME:

camp date
registration

opens
start date end date

April 2nd - 27th 15th February 2nd April 27th April

CONTACT:  
079 444 1512 / 076 539 3060

EMAIL:  
john@bodymindcoach.co.za

For more information or to visit a Val de Vie installation, Contact:  JLINX Electronics Paarl   021 863 1566   082 331 0332   info@jlinx.co.za



Tennis

Starting in March the Oosthuizen and 
Stegmann Tennis Academy will be launched 
at the Val De Vie Sport and Leisure Centre 
where you will be able to find professional 
level coaching for all levels of players starting 
from beginners wanting to learn the tricks 
of the trade to rising junior stars wanting to 
refine their skills or seasoned veterans just 
wanting to stay fit and brush up on their 
tennis skills.

With our combined experience of playing 
tennis on all levels from junior provincial to 
being National champions, African champion, 
as well as several years experience playing 
on the ATP Tour and obtaining NCAA colors 
at the American College League, we believe 
we will be able to provide you with up to date 
professional coaching and advice, regardless 
of what your ambitions and needs are. 

you will have a choice of individual lessons, 
semi-private lessons as well as group lessons 
and holidays camps to choose from.  We 
strongly believe in keeping numbers on the 
court down to a minimum enabling us to give 
more individual attention, more accurate 
assessments and a more professional 
service. In doing so we feel that we have the 
best chance of producing players who will be 
able to compete not only locally but also on a 
national and international level.

Tennis has provided us with some of the best 
moments of our lives.  We have traveled to 
all corners of this world, witnessed grand 
Slam events and experienced many different 
cultures.  Tennis has taught us the joy of 
working hard and reaching your goal but it 
has also tested and molded our characters 
through the tougher times.  Playing tennis 
taught us discipline and performing under 
pressure.  In the end tennis is so much more 
than just playing tennis.

Playing tennis taught us 
discipline and performing 
better under pressure.

Join us today for a tennis lesson and become 
part of this wonderful sport..  For any queries 
or questions please don’t hesitate to contact 
us.

Dirk Stegmann 
082 561 4486  |  dstegmann@live.com 

Ockie Oosthuizen
084 2911 003  |  osie_11@yahoo.com

Book your test drive now:

Dealer Name
• Dealer contact details • Dealer address

Juke 20x7 Eng_FC.indd   1 24/10/2011   09:33

THE NEW 
NISSAN JUKE
URBANPROOF ENERGISED
The new Nissan JUKE is set to electrify the urban terrain with the turbo-
charged 1.6 DIG-T Tekna that unleashes 140kW of power and 240Nm 
of torque. The JUKE’s I-CON System with 3 driver modes allows you to 
switch from Normal to Sport for a tighter grip and a more agile steering 
response, while Eco mode offers better fuel consumption. 

Also available with 86kW of power in the 1600 Acenta models.

Follow us on      www.facebook.com/Droomers Nissan and      @droomersnissan
 

Droomers Paarl  225 Main Road, Paarl Tel 021 870-3121  www.droomersnissan.co.za

THE ULTIMATE 
TOWING VEHICLE
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET THE JOB 
DONE
•  Class-leading power (petrol or diesel) and towing capacity up  
   to 3 000 kg
•  6-speed manual or 5-speed automatic transmission
•  Turn-dial 4x4 selection on-the-move
•  Luxury interior features
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Fishoek Apartment

Constantia House Corner System

Camps Bay Curved SystemBantry Bay Straight System

Installations will be done strictly 
according to VdV guidelines 

MIeKe SADDLe 
HORSe SHOW
Mieke le Roux showed three Saddle 
Horses for owners Viljoen and Pierre 
Hugo at Worcester Agriculture show on 
26-28 January 2012.

She competed in the following three 
divisions: Three gaited Park Horse, 
Single Harness and Five gaited Plesure 
Horse.

Photo: Mieke le Roux and Cardinal 
Street; 2nd  in the Three gaited Park 
Horse division owned by Viljoen and 
Pierre Hugo-Wilgevlei Saddlebreds 
Breederivier.

Please share your sport stories with us, 
email images and text to 
mieke.leroux@valdevie.co.za to be 
featured in the grapevine. 



244 Main Road
Cnr Main and Rankine St.

Strand
Tel: (021) 850 8073

info@vulcanheatstudio.co.za

244 Main Road
Cnr Main and Rankine St.

Strand
Tel: (021) 850 8073

info@vulcanheatstudio.co.za

Vulcan

Braai with Chad-o-Glo 
Gas BBQ & Pizza Oven
Braai with Chad-o-Glo 

Gas BBQ & Pizza Oven

InvincibleInvincible

Earthfire
Firepots

Earthfire
Firepots

Freestanding Braais

Built-in BraaisBuilt-in Braais

CharnwoodCharnwood WamslerWamsler
Franco BelgeFranco Belge

Range of Ventfree
Gas Fireplaces

Range of Ventfree
Gas Fireplaces

We specialize in custom designed unitsWe specialize in custom designed units
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Swim School
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What an exciting year 
it has been already: 
Western Province Aquatic 
Championships, a great 
start to a new year for 
the Swim School and 
a swim clinic by former 
World Record holder and 
Olympic gold Medallist. 
All of this within 1 month! 
There is much more to 
come the rest of this year!
Our swimmers who put in hours of training 
in the water, really enjoyed the fruit of their 
hard work and dedication at the annual 
Western Province Aquatic Championships 
which took place at uWC during December.   
We were very grateful for such a good start 
to competition for our newly found Players 
Swimming Club. 

The Ryk Neethling Swim School kicked 
off in 2012 with mixed emotions from 
parents and excited little faces for “my 
first swimming lesson”. Joienevive van Zyl 
is a new instructor on our team and has 
certainly done extremely well to make every 

is a new instructor on our team and has 
certainly done extremely well to make every 
lesson a memorable experience for all our 
little Swimming Stars. Beatri Stofberg is still 
recovering after an operation and will join us 
again shortly.  We started an adult/triathlon 
group who swim on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 12-1pm and have 2-weekly open-water 
swim on Friday afternoons at 3pm. We are 
exploring other different aquatic activities for 
you to enjoy in the near future. 

19 January 2012 was a very exciting moment 
amongst the Western Province swimmers. 
Aaron Piersol, former World and Olympic 
Record holder hosted a swim clinic, alongside 
Ryk Neethling to encourage and inspire 
our Olympic hopefuls. His experience and 
healthy approach to sport combined with 
faultless technique had everyone’s attention 
throughout the afternoon. 

Train like a Champion on 
your worst day.

A thought he shared which we can all relate 
to whether competing in sport, professionally 
or academically is to “Train like a champion 
on your worst day.” His level of consistent 
excellence shows what great things we can 

achieve when we love what we do and do 
what we love. 

LONDON 2012: THe OLyMPIC yeAR IS 
uPON uS!  What a wonderful opportunity 
that only passes every 4 years to appreciate, 
enjoy, strive or maybe even compete at this 
exclusive event. Athletes of all sport codes 
are focussing their training over a long period 
of time to be able to take part in a lifetime 
opportunity; even though only a handful ever 
achieve the reality of this dream, the journey 
towards such a goal becomes of much 
more worth than the reward itself. The self-
discipline one learns to maintain, one’s core 
values which are re-enforced, your self-image 
and sense of identity which is constantly 
challenged all contribute to the much bigger 
picture of sport which we can all love, enjoy 
and share. Let’s hope our South African 
athletes can make us proud in the way that 
they compete at the biggest sporting event 
in the world.

Throughout the summer and winter, come 
join in the water activity! Be safe, enjoy 
and share in the privilege of being able to 
exercise, play and develop in water! 

elzette Reyneke, (Head Coach) Manager



M&M PROJECTSMM

Markus Van Aswegen   083 444 1360   mail@mmconcept.co.za   Tel: 021 863 0689  www.mmconcept.co.za
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Stable Talk

The Val De Vie Polo Club is up and 
running in full swing and ready for the 
exciting year ahead. We have a lot 
to look forward to in the months to 
come, some big events such as K Day, 
Veuve Cliquot Polo and the 5 Nations 
Polo Tournament. The club chukkas 
are also up and running to the usual 
schedule. We play Club Chukkas 
every Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Please note that the times and 
sometimes the days can vary due to 
private functions and extreme weather 
conditions. I am going to keep the Polo 
Fixtures updated so please check our 
website for the updated times, fields and 
days.

2 goal Polo Tournament
The Polo Club hosted its first polo 
tournament earlier this year.
It proved to be a very exciting couple 
of days, with some amazing polo skill 
that was being displayed. eR 24 always 
supply us with the best paramedics in 
the Western Cape and we were lucky 
enough to have the Medicopter for 
the day of the 28 January. I would like 
to thank Bernard Moses for always 
assisting us with the organization and 
supplying us with a great service.

I would like to congratulate 
the winning team:

Team Peroni 
Cape Town Polo Club

Pawel Kanigowski
Tim Loughton
Rupert Hackwill
Johan De Plooy
Luke Meiring

Stable News:

We were very sad to say 
goodbye to a very special 
personality at our stables, 
Matrix, one of our beloved 
polo ponies was sent to 
rest in peace after a 
ongoing illness. He was 
a super horse and will be 
missed by all. 

I would like to wish the 
following horse owners 
a warm welcome to our 
yard. Kelly Mathias, 
Jessica Herich, 

Kerstin Fehrsen and Hennie Meadon 
and his family. We are delighted to have 
you all with us and hope that this year is 
going to be a very successful one! 

We are finding a lot of the children from 
the restaurant are wondering down to 
the stables after hours. Please can all 
home owners make sure that all children 
are supervised by a responsible adult at 
all times and that you respect our horses 
and the rules of the stables. There have 
been a number of instances where I 
,my staff or horse owners have found 
children playing soccer in the main barn, 
shooting off popper guns around the 
horses and even found children inside 
the horses stables. As you can imagine, 
this is a nightmare and we are needing 
your help as much as possible to rectify 

the situation. you are welcome to visit 
the stables and come and feed your 
favorite horses carrots, but after hours 
we ask if you can please let our horses 
rest and have some well deserved 
“down” time.

Kind Regards, Tehri Fergusson



THe 2011 BeNTLey 
POLO INVITATIONAL 
On Friday 25 November Bentley, 
Veuve Clicquot, Pirelli, Breitling and 
LIVeOuTLOuD partnered in an event like 
no other at the Val de Vie Wine and Polo 
estate in Paarl, Western Cape. The day’s 
proceedings consisted of an exclusive Polo 
tournament between four sponsored teams 
as well as a glitzy unveiling ceremony and 
cocktail celebration for the much anticipated 
Bentley Continental gTC during the evening.

Invited VIP guests were given access to the 
exclusive estate for the polo tournament, 
which saw a round-robin clash between 
four professional polo teams. guests were 
welcomed to relax under the Veuve Clicquot 
umbrellas or enjoy a cold Peroni at the bar 
whilst watching the games against the 
backdrop of the Paarl Mountain Range. The 
start of the tournament was commenced 
with Kristina Diehl from Bentley uK throwing 
the opening ball onto the pitch from the 
passenger seat of the new Continental 
gTC’s predecessor before they raced away 
from a slew of horses clashing for the ball.

Michael eilertsen, CeO of LIVeOuTLOuD 
explains: ‘The 2011 Bentley Polo Invitational 
has positioned itself as the pioneer event 
before LIVeOuTLOuD hosts the 
inaugural 2012 Beach Polo Festival in 
Camps Bay, Cape Town. This festival 
is set to become one of South Africa’s 
premier events and we look forward to 
breaking ground on this truly remarkable 
and original concept.’

The 2011 Bentley Polo Invitational 
culminated with guests being entertained 
by the vehicles on show; a jazz band playing 
smooth melodic tunes, and drew to a close 
as the sun set behind the mountains with as 
much style and sophistication as the vehicle 
itself, a day encapsulating both sporting and 
luxury living.

Stable Talk
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World Cup Equitation
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Saddle Seat equitation
Saddle Seat equitation is performed in 
various age divisions. All classes are judged 
on the rider’s ability to control the horse. Only 
mare and geldings are used.

equitation at Val die Vie Jan 2012
equitation : The art and practice of riding a 
horse.

A competition where the rider is judged on 
how well she exhibits the abilities and skills of 
her horse while maintaining the standards of 
Saddle Seat equitation; the complete picture 
as a whole is important.

Saddle Seat equitation differs from the 
other forms of english equitation. However, 
like any other riding style, the position of 
the rider reflects the desired position of the 
horse. In Saddle Seat the rider sits behind 
the horse’s centre of balance to allow the 
front end of the horse to be lightened to 
encourage the natural front leg action. even 
though the rider’s hands are held higher than 
other disciplines there is still a straight line 
from horse’s mouth to rider’s elbow. The 
upper body should be straight with shoulders 

back yet look relaxed not stiff or poised. 
There should be a straight plumb line from 
shoulder, hip, heel with toes just under the 
knees. All should be done elegantly with little 
unintended motion.

While in Motion
Walk: slight movement in saddle from 
moving with the horse’s gait as to not block 
movement
Trot: slight lift of seat in saddle when posting 
from horse’s momentum; hips under upper 
body, not mechanical up down sewing 
machine motion nor posting toward hands as 
in Hunt Seat and Dressage
Canter: close seat, hips going with the horse, 
not pumping or rocking body

Attire
Neatness and correctness of appearance 
is extremely significant. Informal saddle 
suits must consist of a long single buttoned 
jacket with a notched collar with matching 
jodhpurs, collared shirt, waistcoat, tie and 
complimentary gloves, jodhpur boots and 
derby or soft hat in conservative colours. 
Formal saddle suits must consist of a 
tuxedo type long jacket with a shawl collar 
and lapel of the same colour with matching 
jodhpurs, formal shirt, bow tie, waistcoat 
or cummerbund, and matching top hat 
(women), homburg or other soft hat (men) 
in conservative colors. Formal riding habits 
(suit) are not to be worn before 6:00 p.m. and 
are not mandatory after 6:00 p.m. 
Accessories such as earrings and lapel pins 
should be small and conservative.  Fit of 
attire is acutely paramount.

Tack
Bridle: Full bridles - Bradoon (small snaffle) 
and Curb.  Pelham bits are permitted in 
Pleasure equitation Classes.
Saddle: Flat english-type ideally Lane Fox 
cutback style. Forward seat, Western and 
side saddles are prohibited.

The Horse
Saddle Seat equitation horses should be 
energetic but still responsive to the rider’s 
aids.

equitation at Val de Vie
On Friday the 20th and Sunday 22nd of 
January 2012 an International Saddle Seat 
competition was held between the 3gaited 
and 5gaited South African Senior Saddle 
Seat Protea team and an International / 
World team. 

The SA Senior Protea teams consisted of:
Amanda Williams - manager
Junior Hugo - coach
Handre Bosman - 3 & 5gaited team
Zandri Snyman - 3 & 5gaited team
Janna van der Watt - 3 & 5gaited team
Johane Venter - 3 & 5gaited team
elsabeth van der Bijl - 3gaited team
Lauren Williams - 5gaited team
 Jacques Wiggins Trainer and Coach
The International / World 3&5gaited team 
consisted of:
Nicolette Dunbar - manager
Jacques Wiggins - coach
Hanlo Smith - South Africa
Charl Oosthuysen - Namibia
Brooke Jacobs - uSA
Kira gueldner - germany
Natasha Rodley - england.

The team riders arrived on the Wednesday 
with their first practice session at De Bosch 
Stables in Stellenbosch on Wednesday 
afternoon and the second practise session on 
Thursday. This is where riders got a chance to 
get comfortable with the horses which some 
of them had never previously ridden before 
and now had to compete on. 

On Friday the horses were taken to Val de 
Vie where the competition was held, and boy 
oh boy was it a hot day! 
After day 1 the competition was neck and 
neck between the two teams.

Luckily Sunday brought on cooler weather, 
but after day2 it was clear that the 
International / world team were the gold 
medal winner in both the 3&5gaited division. 

In the next issue of the grapevine Magazine 
we will continue on Saddle Horses.



We supply: Building Material, sand, stone, formwork, readymix, granite, kitchenware, gardening, pool, braai's & fireplaces, 
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PO Box 1024   Nederburg   7627   Ambagsvallei Street   Off Jan van Riebeek Drive   Paarl
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THe WINe MAKeR 
First of all, welcome back to one and 
all. I sincerely hope that 2012 will be a 
spectacular year!

Now we need to get back to business. 
It is the start of a brand new year, a year 
for new opportunities, a year to make 
yours! After a short little break, that I 
hope you all had, it’s time to get back 
into work mode. 

This is THe crunch time in 
the wine industry, with the 
grapes almost ripe, and the 
vines needing a lot of special 
attention. 

Vines are a lot like people. When they 
are happy, they shine. A well groomed 
person always looks like they shine…
hence we can accept that a well 
groomed person is happy. Well, the 
same applies for our vineyards. Allow me 
explain in simple cosmetic terms. 

1) Hydration – you don’t need to be a 
viticulturist, rocket scientist, beautician 
or scientologist to know that nothing 
in life can survive without hydration. 
Just as your Johnsons & Johnsons lifts 
your face into a sparkle, the same way 
irrigation brings the life back into the 
vines! especially with the heat wave that 
we are currently experiencing.

2) The Manicure – basically we 
“manicure” the vines by a method of 
topping, which is a action that we do 
to initiate lateral or secondary shoot 
growth. The reason is quite simple. As 
leaves get older, their potential to make 
food for the plant lowers, and eventually 
it becomes a parasite on the rest of the 
plant. So to ensure that we have enough 
leaves on the vine to ripen the grapes, 
we do this topping action, which in turn 
will stimulate this shoot growth, and 
provide us with enough leaves for the 
season. With red varieties, we break 
these older leaves away, the removing 
of the cuticle if you will. This will ensure 
more sunlight and even colouring of the 
bunches.

3) The Pedicure – this is the action on 
the vineyards where we “clean the legs”. 
We break away all the unnecessary 
shoots, ones that do not have any 
grapes, or that is not connected to one 
of the main shoots. These shoots have 
no contribution to the ripening of the 
grapes, and can therefor also be seen as 
parasitic. This action we call suckering.

4) The Brazilian – “The green 
Harvest” is where we take away all the 
unnecessary grapes. This is done to 
ensure that the vines ripen the grapes 
properly, evenly, and optimally. The art 
of this normally lies in taking away the 
“shoulder bunch”, an almost secondary 
bunch that is quite often unripe when 
the rest is ripe. The trick is to keep just 
enough so that you don’t spoil the whole 
vintage.

5) Supplements – also very straight 
forward. As a human need his/her 
vitamins, nutrients and hormonal control, 
so the vines need this. We do this this 
is 2 ways. One is by drip irrigation, 
which we call fertigation, and the other 
by spraying the vineyards. The latter is 
done by tractor, and is more often than 
not micro elements, which can be easily 
absorbed through the leaves.

6) Sanitation – this is what we call 
spraying. This is done to ensure that we 
have healthy and functioning vines to 
provide us with the best possible grapes. 
Now you ask…what about organic? 
The simple reason that we don’t go 
organic is because of our area, and high 
disease risk we have. I could compare 
most organic vineyards as a boy in a 
bubble, as there has to be a 50m radius 

Wine
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of no vines, or another block of organic vines around it. Our 
situation could be compared to swimming naked in the ganges 
river…naked. We have very high rainfall, a lot of vineyards around 
us, and also a lot of other fruit orchards which carry the same 
diseases as we vineyards. This makes it really difficult to produce 
organic grapes, especially if you like to have a harvest in difficult 
seasons, such as last year.

7) Sunblock – for humans, the reason is obvious, in vines not 
so much. For vines, it’s all about balance. So when a heat wave 
strikes, we don’t want the berries to be exposed to direct sunlight, 
especially in the warmer part of the day – 12-4pm. So depending 
on the direction of the rows, we try and leave enough leaves on 
the vines so that it protects the bunches, i.e, to let them hang 
in the shade. Humans get blister and starts pealing. grapes 

  roduces high amount of sugars, dropping out all the acid, 
and not building any flavours in the process. This in turn 
leads to an alcoholic wine with absolutely no flavour, about as 
balanced as graeme Smith’s batting form.

This has been a very interesting growing season, with a 
dry winter and fairly wet and cold summer. At long last the 
heat is here, and hopefully it will stay this way, with about an 
inch of rain towards the end of January. I am really looking 
forward to this year and crush. The excitement fills all my 
happy places. Just the prospect of getting your hands dirty 
and creating that one special thing for the year, is enough to 
give you the biggest caffeine-meets-xtc-meets-being in love 
feeling. As the Billabong slogan goes, “only a winemaker 
knows the feeling.” 

“Val de Vie is proud to introduce the Footprint Edition Shiraz. This is a limited volume wine 
and only 300 bottles will be produced, making it a very vintage indeed. It’s called Footprint 
because we use no electricity at all in the production of this special batch from the Swartland. It 
will be de-stemmed by hand, stomped by feet and crushed by hand. Alcoholic fermentation as 
well as Malo-lactic fermentation will be carried out with as little interference as possible. After 
all, when you have the quality in the grapes, all you need is minimal interference.”

The Polo Club Wine 
range in their new  uniforms

The Craftsman
This blend of Mourvedre, Shiraz, grenache, Carignan and Cinsaut 
has a beautiful mouthfeel, with silky tannins and fresh acidity. Red 
fruits and warm spice aromas fill the glass, carrying through onto 
the palate. 

Chenin Blanc 2011
Ripe sweet melon and guava entices the nose. Crisp acid, 
minerality and rounded mouthfeel adds another dimension to this 
well crafted wine.

Polo Club White
Floral, citrus and Turkish delight nuances on the nose. elegance 
and balance on the palate makes this a wine for any occasion. 

Polo Club Cabernet Franc 2010
Black currants, red currants and spice fill the glass. Full weights 
with delicate flavours of red fruits and fynbos. 

Sauvignon Blanc
green fig, cut grass and peppers compliment the tropical flavours 
of gooseberry, melon and passion fruit. Crisp yet balanced acid 
carries and finishes this full bodied wine. 

Wine

Introducing our new 
Team Players
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VAL De VIe gVC 2008

“Flavours of peach, 
apricot, and pear are 
evident with undertones 
of citrus zest and honey.”
Cultivars:
50% grenache Blanc, 30% Viognier, 20% 
Clairette blanche.
Origin: 
Western Cape
Analyses: 
Alc 13.0%, pH 3.17, RS 2.5g/L, TA 5.3g/L, VA 
0.26g/L
Vineyards: 
Old bush vines grown without irrigation. Very 
low yields lead to intense fruit flavour that is 
directly transferred to the wine. Harvested at 
optimum ripeness.
Cultivars:
50% grenache Blanc, 30% Viognier, 20% 

Clairette blanche.
Origin: 
Western Cape
Analyses: 
Alc 13.0%, pH 3.17, RS 2.5g/L, TA 5.3g/L, VA 
0.26g/L
Vineyards: 
Old bush vines grown without irrigation. Very 
low yields lead to intense fruit flavour that is 
directly transferred to the wine. Harvested at 
optimum ripeness.
Winemaking: 
All 3 varietals were fermented individually. It is 
lightly wooded for about 7 months in 700 litre 
barrels. The wood add body and refines the 
fruit flavours of this unique white wine. Flavours 
of peach, apricot, and pear are evident with 
understones of citrus zest and honey. The wine 
is very well integrated with the wood which 
adds a bit to the mouth feel and structure. As a 
result the after taste will linger on for a while.
Tasting notes: 
Serve with cold meats, pizzas, fish, white 
meats and salads. This is a terrific food wine.





TO ALL OuR 
PATRONS
The Restaurant Team would like to thank 
all the Residents for their loyal support 
throughout 2011 and we hope to see 
more and more new faces becoming 
regular guests in 2012.
We are really excited about the year 
ahead and would love to share our 
passion with you. With our new compact 
menu we have given our chefs a free 
hand to develop dishes reflecting their 
passion for food and thus far we have 
seen some exceptional dishes being 
created.  

The dishes on the menu will change 
on a weekly basis. However all of your 
favorite pizzas will still be on offer! Keep 
your eye on the black board for daily off 
the menu recommendations.
Please do give us your feedback as we 
are here to cater for you and build a 
lasting relationship with you. Feel free 
to drop us a mail with any comment; be 
it positive or negative, we will greatly 
appreciate this. 

There’s always something exciting 
happening at the Polo Club Restaurant 
and Lounge Bar. From mouthwatering 
menus to unforgettable occasions, we 
invite you to enjoy our seasonal specials.
The Restaurant is also occasionally 
reserved for weddings and private 
functions; however we will notify you by 
e-mail prior to such an event.

After all we are here to enrich your 
lifestyle.

The Polo Club Restaurant Management 
Team

     





Social

yANNIK’S
BIRTHDAy PARTy
“yannik Marais het op 19 Oktober 9 
geword. Hy het ‘n rugbywedstryd in 
gedagte gehad om die dag te vier, en net 
die Polo veld was groot genoeg! Terwyl 
die manne besig was om op te warm, het 
‘n spesiale gas sy verskyning gemaak – 
niemand minder nie as Pieter de Villiers. 
Die glimlagte was groot en arme Pieter 
se ore het gesuis van al die vrae. Nadat 
handtekeninge uitgedeel is en daar 
geposseer is vir foto’s, was dit tyd vir die 
hoofwedstryd, tot groot vermaak van 
die restaurantgangers. Vir rustyd kon die 
manne darem afkoel op ‘n waterglybaan, 
en lemoene het plek gemaak vir pizza en 
koek uit die boonste rakke.”



Christmas Picnic 



VALeNTINeS DAy 
PICNIC
Thank you to all the Home Owners who 
attended the launch of our beautiful 
picnic area on the 14th February. 
Valentine’s Day took on another 
meaning for most when lluxurious 
BMW’s , courtesy of Paarlberg BMW 
arrived at their homes to transfer 
them to the walking trail where they 
meandered along to the river.

Subtle and elegant decor transformed 
the picnic site into a mini-valentine’s 
pre-dinner drinks area and home owners 
mingled alongside the river meeting one 
another whilst sipping chilled wine and 
savouring velvet cupcakes and snacks.

The picnic area is open to all residents 
but please remember that the gates will 
be locked an hour after before sunset 
and unlocked again an hour before 
after sunrise. Swimming is perfectly 
safe in the river but at your own risk. 
Home owners using the picnic site are 
requested to park in the demarcated 
parking area’s at the start of the walking 
trail to the river.

A friendly reminder to pack a few bags 
for empty cartons or left over items as 
there are no bins at the site.

We hope you enjoy many fun moments 
at this beautiful site.

Happy Picnicking. 

     

Social
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TEL : 021 510 0071   |   FAX : 021 510 0086   |   MAIL : info@miraclekitchens.co.za
SHOWROOM : Island Centre, Paarden Eiland Rd, Paarden Eiland  |  WEB : www.miraclekitchens.co.za



December’s Christmas party for children 
with Chronic Disease

each year the Filly’s assist the TC 
Newman Health Centre to host a 
Christmas party for children with chronic 
diseases.

They have more than 400 children in 
their care at the clinic – all of them 
living with chronic diseases. They need 
medication every day and many painful 
blood tests during the course of the year. 
Lots of them are orphans and most are 
living in extreme poverty.

With this party we bring a little of you 
into their lives by providing  each of them 
with a meal and a gift to brighten their 
little lives.

Thanks to our many sponsors for making 
this party so very successful including 
the staff at Val de Vie. 

Neurological Disorder party 
The Filly’s assist with the year-end 
party for 20 severely disabled children 
including their caretakers and 15 of the 
outpatient staff at the Paarl Hospital.

These patients are severely handicapped 
and we aim to bring a little cheer and 
light into their lives whilst thanking the 
never ending support, love and kindness 
given to them by their caretakers, 
Doctors and hospital staff 

Special thanks go to Pick ‘n Pay for the 
scrumptious platters; The Sugar Fairy 
for the beautiful cupcakes and Fancy 
That Party Hire for the loan of the Teddy 
Costumes.

     

Casino evening
Our annual Casino evening is being held 
on the 4th May at Val de Vie and we are 
looking for sponsors for this very elegant 
evening. The theme this year is 007! 
James Bond. 

We aim to raise sufficient funds to 
build a minimum of three sustainable 
playschools, each providing shelter 
and foundation skills for 20 children 
under the age of 6 and providing job 
opportunities to a  minimum of 8 woman.
Other charities that will benefit from the 
event :
• Paarl and Franschhoek 
 Highway Hospice – donate food 
 parcels to the needy
• Wellington Primary School – 
 provide 1800 children with 
 beenies and scarves for the 
 winter
• The Horse and Cart Association
• STOP (Stop Trafficing of 
 People)
Should you wish to sponsor one of the 
Casino Tables or other aspects of the 
evening or can supply us with anything 
that we could include in our lucky draw’s 
please contact Leigh on 083 303 3532 or 
mail Leigh at events@fillys.co.za 

Social
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The Filly’s
... comprise of a group of 

like-minded women whose main objective is 
to make a difference in communities that need 
it the most in our beautiful country.We provide 

humanitarian services and create awareness 
in support of our various charities.

We are a non-profit association and arrange 
and manage various annual charity events 

to raise money to assist with our many 
community projects.

Join The Filly’s for an evening of fun, excitement and fantasy 
in an authentic Las Vegas Casino - James Bond style...

Friday, 4th May 2012 | The Pavilion @ Val de Vie Estate
Theme : James Bond

Tickets cost R500.00 p/p and includes a glass of Val de Vie Filly wine on arrival, R200 Funny money, canapés during the 
evening, entertainment and a ticket for the lucky draw.

“Funney Money” and additional tickets for the lucky draw can be purchased from the Filly’s Courtesy Desk.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.fillys.co.za

Anyone interested in joining the Filly’s or assisting on a volunteer basis for functions are welcome to call Leigh on 083 303 3532.





Kiddies

WeLCOMe TO THe 
NeW KID ON THe 
BLOCK! KINDeR 
ARK @ VAL De VIe
“Play is the highest expression of 
human development in childhood for it 
alone is the free expression of what is 
in a child’s soul.” – Friedrich Froebel

Kinder Ark was established in 2009, 
when members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church of Southern Paarl decided 
to reach out to their community.  A 
tremendous need for quality childcare, 
lead to 68 enrolments from the first day 
of business to a jam packed school in 
March of that same year.

Because child adult ratios are very 
important to us, and because of the 
tremendous need for quality childcare, 
we created “The new kid on the block” 
– Kinder Ark at Val De Vie.  Situated 
on the southern point of Val De Vie 
Boulevard (near the winery), it is not 
only a safe haven, but also provides 
endless opportunities for learning in 
a farm like atmosphere.  Our newly 
renovated building is complimented 
by a 120 square meter, well equipped 
play area. Renovations were done by 
Stephen Windell and Salome Koch from 
elle Interiors created our playful interior.

Kinder Ark at Val De Vie strives to 
provide a safe and loving environment 
for your most precious gift while you 
conquer the challenges of everyday life. 
We offer care for children from ages 

2 to 5 years.  Our hours of operation 
is form 8h00 am until 01h30 pm.  We 
serve breakfast and a balanced cooked 
lunch. Our classes are divided according 
to different age and (hopefully soon) 
language groups.  By dividing the groups 
into smaller classes (most classes have 
a maximum of 10 pupils depending on 
age), supervision and quality tuition are 
enhanced. 

Our first priority is to let your little one 
feel safe, secure and happy. Only then 
do we introduce them to all our diverse 
and educational activities. Apart from 
our daily programme and activities based 
on theme work, we also offer a wide 
variety of extra mural activities (at extra 
cost) which include:
• Swimming
• Kidi-Gym
• Kindermuzik
• Playball
• Beau Arts
• Clamber Club
• Experi-buddies
• Rugga-kids
• Soetlief (Emotional 
 Development

Our daily program includes:
• Free Play
• Breakfast
• Scripture and songs
• Outside Play
• Snack
• Circle Time
• Art and Table Tops
• Story Time
• Music and Movement
• Lunch Time
• Free Play

Children are our forte’ and we embrace 
Friedrich Froebel’s philosophy on 
children.   He once said:” Children 
are like tiny flowers; they are varied 
and need care, but each is beautiful 
alone and glorious when seen in the 
community of peers.”

Please stop by to view this spectacular 
facility.  For more information contact 
Madri Steyn at 084 701 5583 or 
madri@kinderark.co.za.
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Kiddies

Kinder Ark Activities
Activities @ the School
During oral hygiene awareness week, Val de 
Vie resident and Dentist, Albert Janse van 
Noordwyk came to visit the slightly nervous 
Kinder Ark School.  The little ones dressed 
up in dentist uniforms to get into the act and 
made their tooth portraits.  Dr. Janse van 
Noordwyk and his Assistant thought the little 
ones what they can expect from a visit at the 
Dentist and why they should not fear when 
the Doctor is near.   Needless to say the 
nervousness’s slowly disappeared when they 
saw the dentist has a big friendly smile and 
no tools in hand. 

Think Pink
Friday was discovering pink day and the little 
girls used this moment to doll themselves up 
in their prettiest outfits. 

The bell has gone!
Playtime is all about fun and activity at Kinder 
Ark.  The play area has two huge jungle 
gyms, a never-ending sandpit, big grass 
areas where they can run and roll on, bikes 
to ride on and huge lovely trees to play hide 

What our parents have to say!

“Our daughter has never been happier. 
Fantastic teachers and an amazing location, 
what more do you need?” Debra Rossouw

“Mooiste skooltjie wat ek nog gesien het, 
met modernste speelgoed en fietsies vir 
geheelontwikkeling van n kind.”  
Annaretha Ferreira

“Dan en Joan geniet die skooltjie so baie 
hulle wil selfs Saterdae hulle kosblikke inpak 
en gaan!” Susan Bosch 

“Stimulating, motivating teachers in a rare, 
beautiful setting - just what we were looking 
for!” Amanda Vorster

“Mooiste skool met n great atmosfeer wat 
geskep word deur die fantastiese Juffrouens.  
Indya is so gelukkig. Dankie Kinder Ark @ 
Val de Vie” Simone de Wet

“Val de Vie Kinder Ark - Straal liefde uit en 
laat elke kinderhartjie baie spesiaal voel, elke 
dag is propvol verassings!!!” gwen Bekker
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Moms & Tots

MeSSy PLAy
Messy play stimulates the senses. While 
we process information through all our 
senses; babies and toddlers rely on the 
sense of touch (and taste) to gain insight 
into the world around them. The tactile 
experience gained during messy play 
helps little ones experience a variety of 
textures. 

During messy play, babies 
and toddlers are exploring 
and developing eye hand 
coordination as well as fine 
motor skills. 

What looks like a mess on the surface 
is actually a learning experience for your 
child!  

It is recommended to introduce Messy 
play gradually.  During this gradual 
process one needs to be aware of the 
child’s reaction to different textures. If a 
child does not like a texture, your child 
may resist and become more sensitive to 
touch.  It is also important that we show 
the child that we enjoy messy play and 
this will encourage the child to enjoy it 
too.

A wide range of materials can be used 
for messy play, including:
Play dough, sand, pasta, rice, bubbles, 
shaving cream (be careful of your babies 
eyes), jelly and baby oil or lotion.

The medium lends itself to freedom as 
there is no expected end product.  The 
value of messy play lies in the “doing”, 
not the end result.

Parents are often hesitant to engage 
in messy play with their little ones. The 
mess and time needed to clean up are a 
big part of the reason. By making time 
for messy play before bath time, you can 
allow your little one to enjoy the mess 
without extra work for the parent.
The bathtub itself is another place for 
your little one to enjoy messy play.  
Provide some small plastic cups for 
your little one to fill and tip.  Babies and 
toddlers love pouring the water out and 
then filling the cup again. Fill the cup 
and hand it to the baby. Soon she will be 
filling and tipping the water out of her 
cups on her own.

How you can help your child enjoy 
messy play?

• Prepare for the mess (either 
 indoors or outside) – make sure 
 the clothing is suitable 
• Don’t create an atmosphere 
 that messing is a bad thing 
 which could result in your child 
 being too scared to enjoy the 
 messy experience.
• Introduce messy play activities 
 gradually.
• Join in.  Your child is more likely 
 to follow your example. 
• Try to incorporate some form of 
 messy play daily. 
• Talk with your child about what 
 they are experiencing by using 
 words such as soft, warm, wet, 
 and runny.

For more opportunities with Messy 
Play and other activities why not find 
out more about the Moms and Babes 
classes run here at Val De Vie estate.  
The classes are age appropriate 
between 2-12 months.  For further 
information please contact Wendy on 
0832359951 or via email 
wendy@momsandbabes.co.za 
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Elmarie Ott    021-8631169    082 324 8896    elmarie.ott@mweb.co.za    439 Val de Vie Estate    Kliprug Minor Road    Paarl





At Guardian construction- and  project management we understand the emotive nature of 
building a dream home.   We provide that vital independent and professional service to plan, 
lead, organise and control the management of projects and programs, from inception to reality.

construction- and project management

 

Architectural design | Engineering services | Building and construction | Interior design and -decorating
Landscaping | Procurement of finance | Project management | Specification consulting

Visit our showroom at The Polo House, 268 Les Lions Street, Val de Vie Wine and Polo Estate, Paarl

C +27 83 641 888 7     T +27 21 863 1139     leonhard@guadianprojects.co.za     www.guardianprojects.co.za

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



61



What are the HOA office hours and 
where are they situated?
Val de Vie Sport and Leisure Centre - 
Mondays to Thursdays 08:00 – 17:00 / 
Fridays 08:00 – 16:00

When are Levy payments due and how 
does the extra levy affect me?
1st of the month in advance. When you 
buy a plot in the extra levy phase you 
have a 3 month grace period from date 
of transfer to do your planning and to 
start building before the extra levy is 
applicable. When building starts you 
then have an additional 12 month period 
to complete the project in which the 
extra levy will again not be applicable. 

How do I update my personal 
information with the HOA?
Please send an email to hoa@valdevie.
co.za.

Who can I contact and how does the 
building process work?
Please email building@valdevie.co.za.

How and when can I do my security gate 
enrolment?
New HOA Members:
gate enrolment can only be done after 
the deed of transfer, during office hours 
and at the HOA reception, proof of 
identification is required.
New Tenants:
enrolment can only be done on 
completion of tenant enrolment form, 
available at HOA reception. Copies 
of identification documents and rental 
agreements must accompany completed 
forms.

Workers:
All domestics, gardeners, au pairs, 
butlers, etc. need to be enrolled, with 
necessary identification documents. 
Valid work permits are mandatory for 
foreign workers. 

Taxi services 
Contact Mr Driver on 078 927 9674 for 
taxi services between Paarl and Val de 
Vie for your domestic workers.

How and when can I obtain a remote 
for the inner lane booms/river frontage 
gates?
Remotes are only available to residents 
at R100 per remote. Land owners that 
are in the planning phase may request 
the building control office to motivate an 
application for a remote. Remotes can 
be ordered at the HOA reception and 
retrieved and paid for at the Security 
gate after you have received your 
confirmation call.

How and when do I obtain my Post Box 
Key?
The post box key can only be obtained 
after the deed of transfer, during office 
hours at the HOA reception.

What is my Val de Vie postal address?
Name and Surname…….. (your Sg 
number) Val de Vie estate, Paarl, Kliprug 
Minor Road, 7646

How and how often is postage sorted?
Postage is retrieved from town and 
sorted daily. you will receive a notification 
slip in your box for parcels that are 
too big for the box. These letters/
parcels need to be signed for and 

collected during office hours at the HOA 
reception. 

How do I apply for a dustbin? 
It is the homeowner’s responsibility to 
apply for a dustbin once Drakenstein 
occupation is issued, use Sg number 
as reference and phone Drakenstein 
Municipality on 
021 807 4751.

When is refuse removal? 
Our refuse removal is done weekly by 
Drakenstein Municipality. We form part 
of their ‘purple zone’. For collection days, 
please refer to their schedule – 
www.drakenstein.gov.za

Does Val de Vie have a recycling unit? 
Homeowners can make use of the paper 
and glass banks at the Maintenance 
Centre.

What fish has been established in the 
dams and is fishing allowed?
grass Carp, Kurper and Bass has been 
stocked in our dams and fishing is only 
allowed on a catch-and-release base. 
Please respect these resources. 

Picnic Area and access to River Frontage
The HOA Picnic area are located on the 
banks of the Berg River on the Northern 
side of the estate. Access to the River 
Frontage and Picnic Area is controled 
and only possible to residents via pre-
programmed remote controls (same 
remote as for innerlane booms). Access 
is only possible via 3 gates - Southern 
gate, gate at Picnic Area and Northern 
gate. Access is limited to non-motorised 
transport during day-light hours only.

DID yOu KNOW?

Frequently Asked Questions
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Telephone Directory   
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VAL De VIe
HOA eNQuIRIeS
021 863 6128
hoa@valdevie.co.za

POLO
021 863 6169
polo@valdevie.co.za

SALeS OFFICe
021 863 6101
property@valdevie.co.za

WINe
021 863 6143
wines@valdevie.co.za

POLO CLuB ReSTAuRANT
021 863 6174
restaurant@valdevie.co.za

BuILDINg DePARTMeNT
021 863 6103
building@valdevie.co.za

RyK NeeTHLINg SWIM SCHOOL
082 445 5822
valdevie@learntoswim.co.za

SeCuRITy
021 863 6110
072 900 3954

HeALTHCLuB
021 863 6136
healthclub@valdevie.co.za

eVeNTS & MARKeTINg
021 863 6191
events@valdevie.co.za

OTHeR
SAPS – PAARL
021 807 4000

SAP FLyINg SQuAD
10111

FIRe BRIgADe 
021/872 2323

AMBuLANCe PAARL
10177
021 872 1970

ReSCue eMeRgeNCy
10177

PAARL HOSPITAAL
021  860 2500 

MeDI CLINIC PAARL
021 807 8000  

DRAKeNSTeIN MuNICIPALITy
geNeRAL 
021 807 4500

WATeR 
eLeCTRICITy
021 807 2557

TRAFFIC DePARTMeNT
021 872 4755

ANIMAL HOSPITAAL WeLLINgTON
021 873 1196 

VeTeNARIAN
DR DeON VAN TONDeR
083 631 4603 

PAARL LIBRARy
021 807 4871

POISON INFORMATION
0800 333 444

POST OFFICe LADy gRey STR
021 – 872 5337
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